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Every generation of the church receives 
the sacred calling to bear witness to Jesus 
Christ. The methods, cultural questions, and   
challenges may look different from one sea-
son to the next, but the heart of the calling 
remains the same: to share the good news 
of Jesus Christ so that people may come to 
know God’s love and the hope and salva-
tion found in Christ Jesus.

At The Foundation for Evangelism, we believe 
evangelism is central to clergy formation, 
congregational vitality, and lay discipleship. 
In 2025, your prayers, gifts, and partnership 
helped make that mission visible in concrete 
and deeply encouraging ways.

Because of you, our work with congregations 
continued through the Equipping the Local 
Church Grants and Thriving Congregations 
Local Church Cohorts, moving churches from 
good intentions to faithful action. 

We also continued our long-standing com-
mitment to educating seminarians through 
the funding of evangelism professors at nine 
Wesleyan-tradition graduate schools of the-
ology. In 2025, these professors provided 
theological grounding, practical tools, and 
encouragement to more than 433 future 
church leaders. These investments matter 
because the future of the Wesleyan tradi-
tion needs pastors who see evangelism as 
a joyful, faithful, and essential expression of 
Christian ministry – and who, in turn, train la-
ity and congregations for the vital work of 
evangelism in their communities and around 
the world.

As we look ahead, the Foundation is mov-
ing with clarity and focus into an expanded 
grantmaking strategy that invests in denom-
inational and Wesleyan parachurch minis-
tries capable of strengthening evangelism 
at a broader scale. Through these strategic 
partnerships, we seek to embed evangelistic 
renewal more deeply within congregations, 
laity, and the broader Wesleyan movement. 
I look forward to sharing more with you in the 
coming months.

For 77 years, faithful supporters  like you have 
helped carry the mission of The Foundation 
for Evangelism. I invite you to continue that 
legacy with us. Your generosity strengthens a 
rising generation of pastors, congregations, 
and lay witnesses ready to share the hope 
of Jesus Christ!

Thank you for believing in this mission. Be-
cause of your prayers and partnership, The 
Foundation for Evangelism 
continues to invest in Wesleyan 
evangelistic renewal for the 
sake of the church and the 
world God loves so deeply.

With gratitude,

Jack Jackson
President, The Foundation for Evangelism

President’s Message
Dear Friends,



Provided grant and instructor support for evan-
gelistic training in Asia through a grant to �e 
Methodist Church (Lower Myanmar), equip-
ping clergy and laity in a nation with only 6.2% 
Christian population to share the good news of 
Jesus Christ.

2025 At a Glance

433
252
$934,705

Strengthened the church’s capacity to bear witness 
to Jesus Christ through two �riving Congregations 
Local Church Cohorts and 53 Equipping the Local 
Church grants that involved 95 churches and 750 
participants. �ese e�orts helped churches move 
from good intentions to faithful action.

Educated evangelistic leaders in 9 Wesleyan-tra-
dition seminaries and schools of theology, giving 
433 church leaders the tools and encouragement 
to build evangelistic congregations.

In 2025 your gifts and support . . .
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cohort participants

ministry leaders educated

95 churches supported

9 seminaries & 
schools of theology

in grants awarded



In 2025 your gifts and support . . .

The role of E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evange-
lism has, for over four decades, been an import-
ant part of the formation of seminarians called 
to Christian leadership in Wesleyan-tradition de-
nominations. As these leaders are formed, they 
need both theological grounding and prac-
tical know-how to infuse evangelism into their 
own ministry practice and congregational life.

Many E.S.J. Professors through the years have 
gone on to become thought leaders, voices of 
influence, and vital leaders in places of Chris-
tian formation. In 2025, two E.S.J. Professors tran-
sitioned into top leadership positions at Wesley-
an-tradition seminaries. Foundation president, 
Dr. Jack Jackson, said, 

“Many Wesleyan schools are now 
looking for leaders who demonstrate the 
subject matter and leadership that The 
Foundation for Evangelism has provided 
for decades through the E. Stanley Jones 
Professors of Evangelism.”

Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr.,  began as E. Stanley 
Jones Professor of Evangelism at Saint Paul 
School of Theology in Leawood, Kansas, in 2004. 
He went on to serve as E.S.J. Professor at Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C., from 
2013-2024 where he was also the director of The 
Lewis Center for Church Leadership. In January 
2025, Dr. Powe became the president at Phillips 
Theological Seminary in Tulsa, Okla. 

Dr. Bryan Stone served as the E. Stanley Jones Pro-
fessor of Evangelism at Boston University School 
of Theology where he was also the Dean of Aca-
demic Affairs from 2011-2025. He was installed as 

Dean of Perkins School of Theology at Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas, Texas, in June 2025.

Evangelism Professors Lead the Way
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Dr. Bryan Stone (far right) with Foundation staff visiting SMU Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr., (right) with Dr. Jack Jackson

Scan to read more 
or visit TheFFE.org/esjp2025 

Prof. Achim Härtner (right), served as E.S.J. 
Professor at Reutlingen School of Theology, 
in Germany, for 30 years (he also served 
as Academic Dean)! In 2025 he retired, 
leaving a legacy of creative and dynamic 
leadership. Prof. Härtner was a key propo-
nent for The European Methodist pioneer-
ing movement within the UMC in Germa-
ny. He authored books and curriculum 
now translated into 5 languages – among 
which is a curriculum for youth confirma-
tion and a modern preaching resource 
(now in its 3rd edition). Prof. Dr. Maxmilian 
Bühler (left) succeeded Prof. Härtner at Re-
utlingen School of Theology as the new E. 
Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism be-
ginning in the 2025-26 academic year. 
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Thriving Congregations Local Church Cohorts –
Spaces for learning, re�ection, and faithful imagination

When church teams join one of The Foundation 
for Evangelism’s Thriving Congregations Local 
Church Cohorts, they step into a space created 
for learning, reflection, and faithful imagination. 
This experience offers a comprehensive eight 
week training in an accessible virtual environ-
ment and practical resources designed to meet 
their congregation where they are, while gently 
stretching what’s possible. 

The journey concludes with an opportunity to 
apply for The Foundation for Evangelism’s grant 
cycle, empowering these congregations to act 
on the Holy Spirit’s urging! 

Hope and New Life for 
Youth on the Margins
New Life Church of the Nazarene in 
Miami, Okla., saw an opportunity when they 
looked across their parking lot to the junior 
and senior high schools. “Donut Tuesday,” 
was a way to connect with students by of-
fering a donut, prayer, and conversation 
before school. They learned about the chal-
lenges many teens faced, including poverty, 
bullying, and a lack of support, and expand-
ed their outreach with Tuesday Youth Night 
meals, games, sports, and messages of faith, 
hope, and belonging. Adults also provide 
mentoring relationships, helping teens navi-
gate difficult situations. Supported by volun-
teers, community partnerships, and a grant 
from the Foundation, the youth ministry quick-
ly grew to 25 regular attendees. Seven teens 
were recently baptized, and many have be-
come involved in church service projects in 
the community and other activities. Scan to read more

or visit �eFFE.org/ELC2025PAGE 4

Along the way, we had peers and guides 
who supported us in discerning and 

outlining an evangelism experiment that 
fit our unique context while drawing 

directly from the insights and skills we 
gained throughout the cohort. 

– Cohort Participant

Learn more about these cohorts at 
www.TheFFE.org/26tccohort
or email grants@theffe.org. 



Churches Equipped 
for Life-Transforming, 
Evangelistic Ministry

Grants to 53 churches in 2025 
equipped congregations across 8 
Wesleyan-tradition denominations in 24 
states. These grants allowed a chance 
to respond to a declared need in their 
community, and often led to stories of 
amazing transformation in the lives of 
people who became involved.

Hear a story from 
Aiken Ebenezer 

Church of the 
Nazarene

There’s More We Can Do! 
Many Christians that are part of the Wesleyan-tra-
dition want to live out and share their faith but are 
hesitant or don’t know where to start. The Founda-
tion for Evangelism makes a difference by working 
across eight Wesleyan-tradition denominations and 
with the ministries that serve them.

By investing in educating, empowering and equip-
ping clergy, laity, and churches, you help strength-
en the church’s capacity to bear witness to Jesus 
Christ for generations to come.

Your support is vital to the work of The Foundation 
for Evangelism! If you  haven’t already, please con-
sider making a gift in 2026 to support leaders, laity 
and churches like these.

Give a gift

Get Involved in 2026!

Host a gathering 
at your church

www.TheFFE.org/Give

office@TheFFE.org

Tell others about 
our work

social: @FFEvangelism

For these and more stories of grant 
impact visit www.TheFFE.org/Stories



Your Support Fuels a Passion for Evangelism across the 
Wesleyan tradition!

Mission
To encourage and promote evangelism across 
the Wesleyan tradition by providing grants and 
resources that invite all people into a life-trans-
forming relationship with Jesus Christ.

State of the Foundation – Financials
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Allen Black*
Eston Brinkley
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Beth Ellison (secretary)
Brian Hammons (vice-chair)
Gaye Nell Heck (chair)

Dan Henry
Phil Jamieson*
Stephen Lee
Robert Miller**
Barbi Moore
Darryl Starnes
Michael Yang (treasurer)

Grants
$934,705

Operations
$419,344

Expense
Breakdown Grants 

Breakdown

Educating Gospel 
Leaders - 52.4%

Laity Awards - 1.3%
Local Church Cohort 

Grants - 5.6%

Local Church 
Grants - 40.7%

Grant income -  $     23,850
Other revenue -  $     73,996

Contributions -  $   442,453
Endowments -   $1,170,509

Funding Sources

www.TheFFE.org
Office@TheFFE.org
      @FFEvangelism

Sta�
President  - Jack Jackson
Assistant to the President - Angela Young  
Communications - Barby Bowser
Grants - Terri Farmer
Facilities/Development - Laura Shepherd

Board of Trustees (2025)800-737-8333
828-454-6800

Through the formation of pastors, strengthening congregations, and equipping laity, 
more people are embracing the gospel of Jesus Christ through the training and grants 
made possible through your gifts and support!

For a full list of 2025 donors, visit our website www.TheFFE.org/annual-report/donors

* Advisory trustee  ** Lifetime Founder

Full financial review available at www.TheFFE.org/annual-report.

About FFE

Vision
That every layperson, pastor, and 
congregation in the Wesleyan tradi-
tion faithfully articulate and embody 
the good news of Jesus Christ.




