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Vision That every layperson, pastor, and congregation in the
Wesleyan tradition faithfully articulate and embody the
good news of Jesus Christ.
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On the cover: 2024 Equipping the Local Church grant recipient, Camp in the Community,
provided resources for local churches that host week-long day camps, helping them to
build trust and invite their communities into safe spaces and build on their experiences
once camp concluded.
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Hello friends,

| bring you greetings in this first Annual Report since | became the president
of the Foundation. | am so thankful to those of you who have given gen-
erously of your time, prayers, and financial resources through the years. |
know their significance as | have been a recipient of your blessings in many
ways. Your generosity helped fund my Ph.D. work through the Foundation’s
Denman Fellowship, which assists people training to be professors of evan-
gelism at Wesleyan-tradition seminaries. Upon graduation, | was honored to
serve as an E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism at Claremont School of
Theology. And now I’'m happy to be your president as we look to the future.

| want to thank our previous presidents, Jane Boatright Wood, Jack Ewing, and Paul Ervin for their
continued support and encouragement. | also want to thank our current and previous board
members who help guide our important work. Their wisdom and dedicated financial support are
truly a blessing. Finally | want to thank our staff who help make the day to day of the Foundation
run smoothly and gracefully. You are all a joy to work with!

As you read through this report you will see the important work we accomplished in 2024. Our
three focus areas continue strong with the work and support of our board of trustees.

We Educate Gospel Leaders through evangelism professorships at Wesleyan-tradition sem-
inaries and universities. We look to the next generation of evangelism scholars who will help
train future congregational leaders, and we are initiating conversations with denominational
leadership on how the Foundation can be a relevant resource.

Our grants to Equip Local Churches are helping congregations launch creative evange-
lism ministries. We received an overwhelming response in 2024, but were only able to fund
1/3 of the qualified applicants. We were also able to do a soft-launch of our Thriving Congre-
gations Local Church Cohorts with 15 churches through a grant from the Lilly Endowment,
Inc. The Foundation is resourcing these congregations at the beginning stages of hearing the
Holy Spirit’s call to evangelistic ministry. As | look to the future, endowing these grants is one
of our central tasks over the next few years.

Finally, we are stepping into the third focus area to Empower Faithful Laity by offering
training and resources to help them share their faith with people in their circles.

If you are ever near our offices at Lake Junaluska, N.C., or near Orlando, Fla., where | live, | hope
you will reach out. I’d love to take you to lunch to thank you for your support.

Friends, | believe the most important days of The Foundation for Evangelism are in front of us. You
have helped this work for 75 years, but the need for the Foundation is as great as ever. Millions
of people around the United States and thousands of Wesleyan-tradition churches around the
country need our resources, encouragement, and support so that the good news of Christ Jesus
may be shared and people invited into his abundant life. May God bless you and the Foundation
as we serve in the power of the Holy Spirit together.

Peace,

Jack Jackson
President
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The Foundation for Evangelism has spent over 75 years encouraging and pro-
moting evangelism as John Wesley and the early Methodists practiced it - not
just as a THING we do but woven into EVERYthing we do!

Any fime we are doing good work that is worth doing, it can feel difficult, but we

are gratified and fulfilled in that work. The years behind us have receded info

the distance, but every day before us is an opportunity to bring the good news
of Jesus Christ to one more person who is longing for God’s love and abundant life.

| am honored to chair The Foundation for Evangelism’s board of trustees, with support from our new
president, Dr. Jack Jackson, and the Foundation’s staff. When our board met earlier this year, there
was excitement and energy filling the room as we heard from the previous year's grant recipients and
also approved a whole new round of grants to churches, lay people, and gospel leaders!

We invite you to see in these pages a glimpse of how the Holy Spirit is moving and working through the
grants and resources the Foundation provides. Often, we find that the grant funding is just the catalyst
needed to set the Spirit free to work through these churches, leaders and laity. New connections and
resources appear, reminding me of the story of the loaves and fishes. God is working miracles with and
through these congregations, and you are part of that!

Please join us in praying for the Foundation’s work in the remainder of 2025, as we move forward, led
by God’s Holy Spirit.

I’m grateful for you,

Gaye Nell Heck
Board Chair

Here’s a Front Row Seat to the Foundation’s Grant Impact!

The Foundation for Evangelism is educating, engaging and equipping
clergy, laity, and congregations. Listen to this newly released podcast
episode recorded at the Foundation’s 75th Anniversary Celebration to
hear how our grants made all the difference for these three recipients.

bit.ly/2024GrantPanel

Scan QR code to listen

Our donors receive first-notice of these and other stories of grant impact
through our newsletter and donor messages. Make sure you are subscribed
at https://bit.ly/getffenews. You can change your preferences at any time.
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2024 Financials at a Glance

EXPENSES FUNDS AVAILABLE

Other revenue $45,778

Operations
$669,057

Contributions
$587,541

Grant Income

(Lilly Endowment, Inc.)

$1,280,500

Released from

G rants Restrictions (Endowments)
$1,326,090 $1,119,804

Net assets in 2024 = $42,827,599

The Foundation for Evangelism underwent an independent financial audit for 2024. The
report can be found at FoundationForEvangelism.org/annual-report.

We again received Candid’s GuideStar Platinum Transparency Seal for 2024!

064/ W WMg/ From a 2024 Grant Recipient:

66

During this grant period, our evangelism efforts
have led to meaningful improvements in our
participants” quality of life, both spiritually

and practically. By integrating evangelism into
every aspect of our programs, participants are
experiencing real transformation.

— Pastor Dario Vargas
Covenant Methodist Church in Spring, Texas , ’
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An Anniversary to Remember

A Look Back on the Foundation’s 75th Anniversary Celebration

Top: Former President and Executive Directors, Jane Boatwright-Wood, Jack Ewing, and Paul Ervin with current president, Jack
Jackson; Guest speaker Tod Bolsinger; V.P. for Grants, Heather Lear. Middle: Panel of grant recipients speak to attendees; Dr. Otis
& Barbara McMillan and Eleazar Merriweather from the A.M.E. Zion church talk before dinner; Dr. Alma Ruiz from Duke Divinity
School shares how the Foundation’s grants have impacted her and her students. Bottom: Foundation staff work to make virtual at-
tendees part of the celebration online; Rev. Annalee Allen and Rev. Amy Coles visit with former president, Jane Boatwright-Wood.
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66 Equipping the

Local Church Grants
& Cohorts awarded
in 2024 based on
available funding,
but the need was
far greater — 259+
churches applied.

Lay evangelism workshops, cohorts,
and webinars held, Empowering
hundreds of Faithful Laity

2024 Grants

More than a
half-million
dollars distributed

globally for
Educating Gospel
Leaders in 2024.
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Grants Awarded in 2024

Equipping the Local Church

Agape Fellowship Church of the Nazarene — New Iberia, Louisiana
Bishop Janes United Methodist Church — Basking Ridge, New Jersey

Caldwell Temple African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church — Bronx,
New York

Camp in the Community (UMC) - Alcoa, Tennessee

Caro Church of the Nazarene — Caro, Michigan

Carrboro United Methodist Church — Carrboro, North Carolina
Fountain City United Methodist Church — Knoxville, Tennessee
Centenary/Lafayette Park United Methodist Church - St. Louis, Missouri
Christ United Methodist Church — Charlotte, North Carolina

Church in the Wild (UMC) — Windsor, New York

Claremore Grace United Methodist Church — Claremore, Oklahoma
Columbia Drive United Methodist Church — Decatur, Georgia
Community Cup Church of the Nazarene — Kankakee, Illinois
Covenant Methodist Church (GMC) — Spring, Texas

Dept. of Church Growth & Development (AMEZ) — Charlotte, North Carolina
Ebenezer Church of the Nazarene — Aiken, South Carolina

Emmanuel United Methodist Church — Foster, Virginia

Faith Journey Church of the Nazarene — Olathe, Kansas

First United Methodist Church — Massillon, Ohio

First United Methodist Church — Stanley, North Carolina

Fowler United Methodist Church — Spokane, Washington

Franklin-St. John’s United Methodist Church — Newark, New Jersey

Freeman Chapel Christian Methodist Episcopal Church —Hopkinsville,
Kentucky

French Church (UMC) - Detroit, Michigan

Greater Hopewell Christian Methodist Episcopal Church—Atlanta, Georgia
Harvest Church of the Nazarene — Conway, Arkansas

Holston Conference of The United Methodist Church

Love’s Chapel United Methodist Church — Sylva, North Carolina
Lower Shore Charge (UMC) — Cape Charles, Virginia

McKinney Memorial United Methodist Church - La Marque, Texas
Mountain View United Methodist Church — Chilhowie, Virginia

Mt. Horeb United Methodist Church — Warren, New Jersey

New Life United Methodist Church — Drexel Hill, Pennsylvania
North United Methodist Church — Hartford, Connecticut

Oak Hills United Methodist Church — Cincinnati, Ohio

Ocean View United Methodist Church — Oak Island, North Carolina
Overflow Church (The Wesleyan Church) —Altoona, Pennsylvania
Pemberton United Methodist Church — Pemberton, New Jersey

Phillips Temple Christian Methodist Episcopal Church - Indianapolis,
Indiana

Portland Central Church of the Nazarene - Portland, Oregon

Restoration Church (UMC) — Herndon, Virginia

Saint John African Methodist Episcopal Church — Frankfort, Kentucky
Savanna First United Methodist Church — Savanna, lllinois

Sharon Methodist Church (GMC) — Supply, North Carolina

Smith Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church -
Anniston, Alabama

Sparta Church of the Nazarene — Sparta, Michigan

The Leicester Charge (UMC) - Leicester, North Carolina

Trinity United Methodist Church — Fernandina Beach, Florida
Trinity United Methodist Church Collab — Paris, Tennessee
Wesley United Methodist Church — Marshfield, Wisconsin
Wheatland Salem United Methodist Church — Naperville, lllinois

Empowering Faithful Laity

Adventurer’s Leadership Academy — United Theological Seminary’s
Fresh Expressions House of Study

Harry Denman Evangelism Awards
Lay Evangelism Workshops — WNCC of The United Methodist Church
Thriving Congregations Local Church Cohorts (Fall)

Educating Gospel Leaders

E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism:

Dr. Wilmer Estrada Carasquillo — Asbury Theological Seminary,
Wilmore, Kentucky

Dr. Achim Haertner — Reutlingen Theological Seminary, Germany
Dr. Sergei Nikolaev - Moscow Theological Sminary of The UMC

Dr. Henry “Hal” Knight (retired) — St. Paul School of Theology,
Leawood, Kansas

Dr. Joon-Sik Park — Methodist Theological Seminary in Ohio,
Delaware, Ohio

Dr. F. Douglas Powe, Jr. — Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, D.C.
Dr. Daniel Shin - Drew Univerity School of Theology, Madison, New Jersey

Dr. Bryan Stone — Boston University School of Theology, Boston,
Massachusettes

Dr. Mark Teasdale — Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary,
Evanston, lllinois

Dr. Alma Tinoco Ruiz, Lecturer in Homiletics and Evangelism, and
Director of the Hispanic House of Studies at Duke Divinity School

Exponential Church Planting Conference — event sponsor
Global Methodist Church General Conference — event sponsor

Church Planting for the 21st Century Tanzanian Church at Wesley
College, Mwanza, Tanzania (“So That The World May Know Jesus
Grant” from the Dr. H. Eddie and Mary Nell Fox Endowment)

Wallace Chappell Lectures, Tod Bolsinger — Trevecca Nazarene University
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Churches C&W/ for Those Experiencing
Memory Loss and Their Caregivers

Memory loss affects nearly 40% of people over age 65, with a smaller percentage (5-8%)
experiencing dementia. It can be frustrating when there are few resources in a communi-
ty for those navigating the symptoms and challenges.

Three churches in rural Henry County, Tenn., decided

to step in and help provide this support. Trinity United

Methodist Church in cooperation with Bethesda UMC

and Paris UMC started “R.E.S.T.” after hearing input

from the community and identifying connections in

their congregations to local agencies and health-

care providers. The churches were able to start the

program with the help of a 2024 Equipping the Local

Church Grant. The program seeks to improve the

qguality of life for those living with dementia and those

who care for them, through worship, arts

& crafts, support groups, and a commu-

nity where God’s abundant life can be

experienced by all.

Watch a video at bit.ly/2024elcgrant-REST
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the Conversation Around Evangelism

E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism are equipping ministry leaders through

education focused on evangelism

By Rev. Dr. Heather H. Lear, V.P. for Grants

“The E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism
are on the cutting edge, addressing the realities
and answering questions most church leaders

are just now beginning
to ask.” Over my week-
long experience August
4-11, 2024, at the 15th
Oxford Institute of Meth-
odist Theological Studies
at Keble College, | reg-
ularly heard academic
and denominational
leaders from across the
global Wesleyan family
express a similar senti-
ment.

Every four to six years,
lay and clergy schol-
ars gather in the town
where Methodism be-
gan to listen, learn, and
address current issues

“Just as when the E. Stanley Jones
Professors of Evangelism were first
established to form evangelistic
pastors for the Methodist Church,
the Foundation is filling the need
to train and educate ministry lead-
ers, and in the process these profes-
sors are changing the conversation

around evangelism.”
— Dr. W. Stephen Gunter

Director of the E. Stanley Jones
Professorship Program

in the academy, church, and wider world. The

theme of this 15th Institute was, “The World is My
Parish: Glad Tidings of Salvation in an Age of Crisis.”

The Institute’s program includes plenary sessions,
worship, and subject-specific working groups.

The Foundation for Evangelism’s presence was
profound in the Mission and Evangelism working

group, as Dr. Stephen Gunter
and |, along with four current
E. Stanley Jones Professors of
Evangelism (ESJ Professors):
Prof. Achim Harnter (Reutlin-
gen School of Theology), Rev.
Dr. Bryan Stone (Boston Univer-
sity School of Theology), Rev.
Dr. Daniel Shin (Drew Theolog-
ical Seminaryl), and Rev. Dr.
Mark Teasdale (Garrett-Evan-
gelical Theological Seminary)
made up almost 30 percent
of the group’s composition
and papers presented. Rev.
Dr. Sergei Nikolaev, President
and ESJ Professor at Moscow
Theological Seminary, as well
as three former ESJ Professors
were also members of the In-

stitute, contributing to other working groups.
All of us with ties to The Foundation for Evangelism
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found time to check in and fellowship during the week,
and | was grateful and humbled to hear how import-
ant each professor’s connection to and the support of
The Foundation for Evangelism is to their teaching and
ministry, both personally and professionally.

The ESJ Professors program is one of The Founda-
tion for Evangelism’s great legacies and continued
sources of transformation, both in the academy and
local church. These leaders are shaping students in
classrooms as well as the cultures in their seminar-
ies. They are conducting research and writing the
resources scholars and denominational leaders use
across the Wesleyan family to help local churches in-
vite and form disciples of Jesus Christ.

As the entire institute worshipped on Wednesday
nightin the same chapel at Christ Church where John
and Charles Wesley were ordained, | gave thanks to
God for the privilege of being part of an organization
that, for over 75 years, has sought to equip and em-
power Wesleyan-tradition Christians to fulfill the broth-
ers’ mission of spreading scriptural holiness across the
land, meeting people where they are, inviting all to
come and see what it means to follow Jesus, and dai-
ly sharing and living out their faith through loving God
and their neighbor in authentic, tangible ways.

At The Foundation for Evangelism, we've identified
our first two values to be Evangelistic and Wesleyan,

and these E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism
continue to remind and educate the church how
these values are practiced and embodied.

Scan to hear student
Hannah Grace
Injamuri share how
an evangelism class
with ESJ Professor,

Dr. Mark Teasdale, helped her, as a lay
person, to share her faith and guide a
congregation in their own understanding
and practice of evangelism.

bit.ly/esjp-2024-hannah

E. Stanley Jones Professors, Past and Present

Tom Albin, Boston University School of Theology 1987-1988

Martin Alphonse, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Sem. 1996-1999
Seth Asare, Boston University School of Theology 1988-1996
Wilmer Estrada Carrasquillo, Asbury Theological Sem. 2024-present
Paul Chilcote, Duke Divinity School 2005-2008 (PhD program)
Jeffrey Conklin-Miller, Duke Divinity School 2015-2021

Drew Dyson, Wesley Theological Sem. 2010-2011

Roberto Escamilla, Methodist Theological School in Ohio 1997-2000
Joachin Georg, Reutlingen School of Theology 1992-1993

Stephen Gunter, Duke Divinity School 2008-2017 (PhD program)
Achim Haertner, Reutlingen School of Theology 1993-2025

Jack Jackson, Claremont School of Theology 2010-2021

Don Sik Kim, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Sem. 2004-2008
Stephen Kim, Claremont School of Theology 1999-2009

Scott Thomas Kisker, Wesley Theological Seminary 2002-2010
and 2011-2012

Henry (Hal) H. Knight IlI, St. Paul School of Theology 1993-2004
and 2013-2024

John Wesley Kurewa, Africa University 2000-2017
James C. Logan, Wesley Theological Sem. 1990-2002
Arthur G. McPhee, Asbury Theological Sem. 2006-2012

Phillip R. Meadows, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Sem. 2001-2004

Sergei Nikolaev, Moscow Theological Sem. of The United Methodist
Church 2005-present

Tumani Nyajaeka, Gammon Theological Sem. 2004-2010

Joon Sik Park, Methodist Theological School in Ohio 2000-present
Clinton Parker, Boston University School of Theology 1996-1998
Priscilla Pope-Levison, Duke Divinity School 1994-2001

F. Douglas Powe Jr., St. Paul School of Theology 2004-2013 and
Wesley Theological Seminary 2013-2024

Angel Santiago-Vendrell, Ashury Theological Sem. Orlando 2010-2023

Daniel Shin, Gammon Theological Sem. 2012-2017 and Drew Uni-
versity Theological School 2017-present

Bryan Stone, Boston University School of Theology 1998-2025

Leonard Sweet, Drew University Theological School 2000-2017

Mark Teasdale, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Sem. 2009-present

Robert Tuttle Jr., Garrett-Evangelical Theological Sem. 1985-1996
and Asbury Theological Sem. Orlando 2001-2010

Laceye Warner, Garrett-Evangelical Theological Sem. 1999-2001 and
Duke Divinity School 2001-2015

David Whitworth, Gammon Theological Sem. 2018-2021
Chester Williams, Boston University School of Theology 1984-1987




Empowering Laity to W 7,%'9 W”%

Lay leaders receive evangelism training for congregational outreach &
connections in their community

John Wesley famously pronounced, “Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing
but sin and desire nothing but God, and | care not a straw whether they be clergymen or lay-
men, such alone will shake the gates of hell and set up the Kingdom of God upon the earth.”
The charter members of The Foundation for Evangelism’s board were of a similar mind, and
continued to support and inspire lay-led evangelism initiatives over the past 76 years.

In 2024, The Foundation for Evangelism supported two grants specifically to empower faith-
ful laity to preach the gospel and lead others in their congregations to do the same.

Certification for Laity Leading Fresh Expressions

The Adventurer’s Leadership Academy at United Theological Seminary received grant fund-
ing beginning in 2021 to support lay participants receiving a certificate in leadership for Fresh Ex-
pressions ministries. Between 2021 and 2024, 68 graduates (mix of lay and clergy) were certified.
“The certification has helped prepare me for this ministry and shaped me mostly in that it has
shown me multiple examples of what Fresh Expressions can look like.... which has been helpful to
remember it's listening to your community and finding out what do they need. It has also helped
shape me just in meeting new friends who are interested in finding new ways to share God with
the world,” shared Leslie Bowers at Northbrook United Methodist Church in Roswell, Ga.




“The [A.L.A] certification has reminded me that . . . sitting in
pews is not the only way to meet God, and maybe not even
the best way to meet God, certainly not for people who are
unchurched in our world. [We're] reminded that the ways

that we share God is through loving people and meeting them
where they are, having conversations, building relationship
with them and letting them see God through us.”

— Leslie Bowers

Director of Worship Arts

Northbrook United Methodsit Church, Roswell, Ga.
2024 Graduate of Adventurer’s Leadership Academy

Measuring for Transformation

Through a grant partnership with Reynolds Ministry Fund, and the Western North Carolina Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church, the Foundation for Evangelism hosted laity training sessions
three times during the year. Sixty lay leaders representing 44 congregations participated in the
in-person workshop held coinciding with the Western North Carolina Annual Conference Meeting.
Two eavlier trainings were held virtually, and all were based on the book and online course, Par-
ficipating in Abundant Life by Rev. Dr. Mark Teasdale, a Foundation-supported E. Stanley Jones
Professor of Evangelism at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.

Based on John 10:10 and Jesus’ parable of the Good Shepherd, the training invites laity to ex-
amine both their individual and congregation’s practices to address the physical, spiritual and
emotional needs of their neighbors. The participants also received tools to provide a more wholis-
tic set of metrics to measure transformation, rather than just activity.

“For decades, denominations have struggled to develop metrics
and assessments that measured ministry effectiveness. While
there definitely were individual and community transformations
included in these numbers, more often than not these metrics mea-
sured activity and just busy-ness”

— Rev. Dr. Heather Lear
Vice President for Grants

Rev. Dr. Heather Lear, the Foundation’s vice president for grants, co-led these trainings with Dr.
Teasdale. Her time as a pastor in a local church, as a denominational director of evangelism,
and adjunct professor and co-leader of online evangelism courses to clergy and laity, has given
her valuable insight into guiding congregations to develop evangelistic strategies that cultivate
transformation.

In consultation with Dr. Teasdale, Dr. Lear has also guided the Foundation in re-framing its own
metrics for reporting grant impact around transformation and abundant life. This approach en-
courages grant recipients to evaluate impact through a more wholistic lens and to tell stories of
transformation in a new way.
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Through the Storm

Churches in hurricane-torn area pivot evangelism efforts to support their community

It’s not uncommon for recipients of EQuipping
the Local Church Grants to need to pivot during
the year of implementing their evangelism ini-
tiative. For one group of churches that received
a 2024 grant, this was certainly the case. Bell,
Grace, and Big Sandy United Methodist Church-
es are part of the Leicester charge of the Blue
Ridge District in Western North Carolina.

The churches planned to use their $10,000
Equipping the Local Church Grant to
address the difficulties of many families
in their area ...

.. grandparents raising grandkids, parents strug-
gllng to make ends meet, single parents who
needed support, and other challenges. Their
plan included beginning support groups, host-
ing health-related initiatives, providing mental
and spiritual health resources, and becoming
a place where children and their caretakers
could be supported and welcomed without
judgment.

In the application for their grant, Pastor San-
dy Harthan Devoid, who had only been ap-
pointed to the charge in the summer of 2024,
elaborated:

“We recognize what is happening in our com-
munity. There are those who are suffering in body,
mind and spirit, and we look for creative ways to
help. We lose the judgment that is too often as-
sociated with church people. We try to bridge
the gap [through] friendship, evidence-based
practices that can make a difference.”

But their plans had to pivot quickly in late
September of 2024.

Pastor Sandy recalls, “Hurricane Helene inter-
rupted our lives — and course in ministry.... On
September 27, | sat in the parsonage, without
electricity, and hand wrote the final details of
the programs we would offer using grant funds,
so we would be ready to begin these programs
as planned in the fall.

“At the time, | did not know the extent of
Helene’s damage.... Over the next 24 hours, |
learned of the massive devastation.”

In the weeks that followed, the churches
sprung into action to help the nearby commu-
nities which had been destroyed or displaced
by the storm. Drawing on connections and re-
sources through their congregations, they soon
became a hub for hot meals, food distribution,
financial assistance, and social connection.
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Built into the process of the Equipping the Lo-
cal Church Grant cycle is a time for recipients
to “check-in.” This includes a reflection on how
things have needed to adjust or pivot in order to
be effective and foster transformation. Clearly,
for Bell, Grace, and Big Sandy United Methodist
Churches, a shift was necessary, and God provid-
ed beyond what anyone could have imagined.
The churches received food, supplies, donations
of equipment for food preparation, and grants
that have allowed them to fill gaps for displaced
community members to pay for rent, heating,
food, and fuel to get to work.

Months after the recovery efforts began, the
needs have lessened but not disappeared.

These churches are still caring for their neigh-
bors, in big and small ways. A food truck provid-
ing hot meals once a week still comes to their
parking lot. “It is more than a way to feed each
other. Neighbors gather and chat.... It is here
that we find out about the lives of our neighbors
and ask how we can help,” said Pastor Sandy.

For now, the churches have pivoted their ap-
proach. Some funding will be used to coordinate
work teams coming to the area. The support
groups they had envisioned offering to parents
and grandparents have expanded to also in-
clude those experiencing grief or domestic vio-
lence, and survivors of the storm. Group sessions
will be conducted by a Licensed Clinical Social
Worker (LCSW). Connection to resources, food
assistance, and community support remains part
of their work as well.

These small churches could certainly have re-
ported the devastating loss ushered in by Hurri-
cane Helene and canceled their grant initiative ....

Instead they celebrated the many oppor-
tunities the Holy Spirit called them to in
the wake of the storm, and they waded in,
fully committed.
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How one local church grant has helped break chains and rebuild lives

Smith Metro A.M.E. Zion Church in Anniston, Ala.,
has been the hub of their community for 117 years. Its
membership were active participants in the Civil Rights
Movement in Calhoun County, and they continue to
care for the vulnerable. They live out their vision as “a
church standing as a beacon of hope, welcoming all,
seeing God's love through the fulfillment of the great
commission.”

Rev. Sylvia Hooker shared in the church’s application
for the 2024 Equipping the Local Church grant that they
were seeking funding to begin a new ministry called
“Lifting While Unlocking: Physical and Spiritual Transition-
ing from Incarceration.” Members of the church and
community were eager to begin this ministry, which aimed to equip men and women recently
released from the Department of Corrections with the tools to become successful citizens.

The grant has helped to provide job training, access to computers and email to apply for jobs,
clothing to wear to job interviews, and plenty of food and prayer. Rev. Hooker shared that at a
celebration following transition meetings with inmates who had completed an exit program, 20
inmates committed their lives to Christ!

The church is also working with local schools, supporting students, administrators and teachers
with prayer and encouragement. They host a Soup, Shelter, and Service outreach program each
Sunday which provides 25 meals weekly to the unhoused and underserved. In December 2024,
Smith Metro A.M.E. Zion Church began ministering at a rural nursing home providing visitation, a
bi-monthly Bible Study and spiritual support. In 2025 they plan to begin working with their local Unit-
ed Way to provide a weekly bible Study, weekend meals and GED and online job skills training.
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New Trustees W%&wﬁ[w W %

Davis Chappell

John Agee

Rev. Dr. Davis Chappellis a native of Nashville, Tenn., and holds undergrad-
uate degrees in Psychology from Martin Methodist College and Lambuth Col-
lege in Tennessee. He is a graduate of Candler School of Theology at Emory
University, where he earned a Master of Divinity degree. Davis completed his
Doctor of Divinity degree, in the areas of evangelism and church renewal, at
Perkins School of Theology at Southern Methodist University.

Dawvis is the past chair of the board of World Methodist Evangelism, and
the current chair of the World Methodist Evangelism Institute. He is currently
a board member of Candler School of Theology at Emory University and the
Center for Spiritual Life and Leadership for the Tennessee/Western Kentucky
Conference of the United Methodist Church. He is a recipient of the Harry
Denman Award for Evangelism.

Davis has been married for 38 years to the former Sherre Hufman, of Tifton,
Georgia. They have two adult children, one a therapist and one a pastor.
They have two grandsons.

For 30 years, Davis served churches in the Atlanta area. He has served as senior
pastor of Brentwood United Methodist Church in Brentwood, Tenn., since 2013.

John Agee will begin his board term this November. He lives in The Woodlands,
Texas, with his wife Kathy. They have four married sons and three grandchildren.

Johnretired from a thirty-eight-year financial career in the international en-
ergy industry during which he lived and worked around the world.

John is an active member of The Woodlands Methodist Church, especially
in local and international missions. He and his small group formed and contin-
ue a ministry focused on pastors, churches and civic leaders in small, impover-
ished communities in Honduras with the objectives of evangelism, discipleship
and empowerment.

While in the Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church,
John was a 2020 General and Jurisdictional Conference delegate. John and
Kathy are personally supporting the growth of the Global Methodist Church in
Africa by facilitating the formation of a conference in Uganda and helping to
plant five churches in Zimbabwe.

2025-2026 Board of Trustees

Gaye Nell Heck (Chair) Ross Barrett Stephen Lee
Brian Hammons (Vice-Chair) Eston Brinkley Harry Lyness
Guy C. Ames Il (Secretary) Mark Brinkley Robert Miller ¥

Michael Yang (Treasurer) Davis Chappell Barbi Moore
Allen Black (Immediate Past Chair) £ Beth Ellison Darryl Starnes, Sr.

John Agee
Neil Alexander

C. Daniel Henry llI
Phil Jamieson &°
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Donors!

Nancy Acker

Frank & Edna Alegria
Guy & Margaret Ames*
Minna Appleby

Ross Barrett*

Bishop George & Carolyn
Bashore

Henry Bass

Dr. & Mrs. Edward Beason
Mr. Thomas Bell

Wiliam & Elaine Bennett
Allen & Marjorie Black*
Edward Bleynat

Wilma Boatwright

Jane Boatwright Wood**
Harlen & Shirlene Boothe
William & Gloria Bouknight
Albert Bowles

Robert & Robin Bowling
Barbara & Brad Bowser**
Lawrence Bridges
Magdalena Briggs

Harry Briley

Eston & Katie Brinkley*
Mark & Sherry Brinkley*
Isaac Brown

Heather Bryant

Mary Burgin**

Nancy Buskirk

Maj. Neil & Bernice Bys

Bishop Kenneth & Linda
Carder

The Estate of Michael Zuber
Carlisle

Joseph & Camille Carruth
Vic & Mary Brooke Casad*
Robert Case

Daphne Chapman

Mary Frances Chappell

Ronald Clauser & Nancy
Oates

Anne Cogburn
Amy Coles

Community Foundation Of
Greater Greensboro, Inc.
(Royce & Jane Reynolds
Fund)

Jeff & Shannon Conklin-
Miller

Raymond & Frances
Copeland

Rev. & Mrs. Jimmie Corbin
David & Carolyn Cort
Mary Council-Austin

Thelma Crowder

Bishop Charles & Karen
Crutchfield

Carl & Katheryn Daniels
Paul Davenport

H. Joe Davis

Tom Davis

John & Elaine De Jong
Al Dickens

Lounelle Draper

Douglas Dwyer

Elizabeth Edmondson Trust
Debra Egloff

Beth & Jim Ellison*

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Epley
Paul & Kitten Ervin**
Estate of Robert Flanders
Sharon Evans

Sonny Evans

Terri & Josh Farmer**
George Fields

W. Ray & Dorothy Finklea

Florida United Methodist
Foundation

L. Daniel Foster

Mary Nell Fox

Thomas Fox

George & Virginia Freeman
Faatafa Fulumua

Jason Gattis

William Rice Endowment
Trust at Georgia United
Methodist Foundation

Stephen & Mary Gilbert
Glener B. Gilland

Dianne Goodgame
Roger & Marilyn Gramling
Franklin Grice

Victoria Grist

W. Stephen & Ruth Ann
Gunter**

Hal & Alyce Haddock
Ms. Carolyn Haden May
Earle & Patricia Haire
Brian & Kim Hammons*
Mary Harkleroad

Joe Harrington
Christopher & Tina Harris
Rev. & Mrs. William Haurris
Tom Harrison

James Hart

Joan Frances Headley
Gaye Nell & Larry Heck*

* Trustees and Honorary Trustee Council

Edwin Hedgpeth
Dan Henry*

Looney Mission Endowment
at Holston United
Methodist Foundation

Dean Hood

Donald & Pat Hope

Page & David Houseman
Wiliam Hubbard**

Bishop Bill & Kay Hutchinson*
Jack & Anna Jackson**

Phil & Janet Jamieson*

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Johnson
Judith Jolly

Bishop Scott & Mary Lou
Jones

David Kellison

Ann Keown

Charles Kilbourne

Phyllis Kinder**

Ron & Raelene Kite

Larry & Diane Klemann*
Henry H. (Hal) Knight lll
Bill Kope

Sarah & Keith Kreutziger*
Kenneth & Gwen Lambert**
Jane Lapella

Heather Lear**

Lilly Endowment Inc.
Bishop Richard Looney**
Bishop Ernest Lyght
Nathan & Victoria Malone
Rev. & Mrs. Harold McClay
Charles & Ruthie McEntyre
Don & Sally McGinty
Thomas McGilothlin

Kermit L. Grogan Estate
Albert (Bert) Mills

Barbi & Harlan Moore*
Sue Anne Morris

New Hope Foundation
Debi Nixon*

Greg & Marta Oberg*
Frances Oldham

Leon & Helen Oliver

Dr. & Mrs. William Oliver
Richard Ormsby

Joon-Sik Park

David & Alma Jayne Patton
Rev. & Mrs. Terry Phillips
Willard & Virginia Pierson
Imogene Randall

** Staff & Emeritus Staff

W. Scott & Genie Rawles**
David & Carol Reed

Dick & June Reese
Francis Reichart

Fred & Darlene Reiner
Mary Ann Rick

Larry Roberts

Samuel Rogers

Joyce M. Rolston

Judy Russell

Sandy Sakarapanee
Kathryn Scarborough
Rev. & Mrs. Donald Shank
Mr. & Mrs. James Simpson
Lynn Sisk**

Mr. & Mrs. Shelby Smith
Joyce Sohl

Damon & Debbie Soper
Garry Speich

Robert & Beverly Spinti

Bishop Darryl & Camille
Starnes*

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Starnes
Rev. Lori J. Steffensen
Karl & Brenda Stegall
Bryan & Cheryl Stone
Clark & Judith K. Taylor
Mark & Ana Teasdale
Texas Methodist Foundation
Ashley & A.J. Thomas
Betty Jo Thompson
James Thurman

Gerald & Susan Trantham
Dr. & Mrs. Harrison Turner

United Methodist Fdn of
WNC, Inc. (Royce & Jane
Reynolds Fund)

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Venezia
Thomas & Tammy Walker
Wiliam & Robbi Walker

Bishop Debra Wallace-
Padgett

Rev. & Mrs. David Warden
Rev. Ron Warfle

Rev. & Mrs. James Waugh
Foye & Carole Webb

Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Westbrook
George & Martha White
Linda B. Wilder

Mr. & Mrs. James Wilmot
Margie Winegar

Michael & Jane Yang*

"Deceased



Planned Giving Looks

from V.P. for Development, Bonnie Hollabaugh

We all hope the legacy we work to build in this
life continues after we are no longer here. Certainly,
we want to remain in the hearts and memories of
our loved ones, but | believe most people also want
to be remembered for the generous work they’ve
done throughout their lifetime.

| take great joy in helping donors connect their
passions with meaningful, philanthropic giving, and,

I've seen firsthand the transformational impact
of how planned gifts can support the mission
of a donor’s passion for years after they have
gone, and sometimes to an even greater impact
than when they were alive.

Countless donors | have spoken with tell me they
want to make a real, meaningful impact through
their gifts and service. Yet so often they only focus
on the here and now. What if you could ensure that
your legacy truly does outlive you? Well, you can!

So how can planned giving be more impactful than giving during your lifetime? The answer is
simple yet powerful. By including The Foundation for Evangelism in your estate plans or setting up
a charitable trust, you are ensuring that your support continues to lift up evangelism in the
Wesleyan tradition for decades or even centuries to come!

Each legacy gift we receive strengthens our ability to fulfill our mission and vision of spreading
the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Some donors have concerns about the complexity of the process and the feasibility of
planned giving. Rest assured, we are here to guide you every step of the way and tailor a plan
that aligns with your values and financial goals. Planned giving can be simple and flexible, as
easy as adding a paragraph to your will.

Want to Talk More? If you have ever wondered how you can leave a meaningful
legacy and make a lasting impact, or if you have already named the Foundation in
your planned giving and would like to inform us of your gift, | invite you to contact me:

Bonnie Hollabaugh, V.P. for Development
bhollabaugh@foundationforevangelism.org
(828) 454-6800 opt. 4
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125 N. Lakeshore Drive, Ste. 1
P.O. Box 985
Lake Junaluska, NC 28745

Make Sure You're Receiving The Updates You Want

We want to make sure you are subscribed to updates that you
actually want to receive. Sign up for relevant updates, or update your
subscription status by going to https://bit.ly/getffenews or by scanning
the QR code. You can change your preferences at any time by clicking
the “Update Profile” link in our emails, by emailing communications@

foundationforeangelism.org or by phone at (828) 454-6800 opt. 2. Scan to
subscribe or update




