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Inviting and Equipping 
for Evangelism

Preview Our 75th Anniversary

Whether Raising Up Gospel Leaders, 
Engaging the Ministry of the Laity, 
or Equipping the Local Church, the 
grants given by the Foundation are 
making an impact!

On January 31, 2024, The Foundation 
for Evangelism celebrates 75 years of 
evangelistic ministry! You’re invited 
to join the celebration and help us 
launch toward our 100th!

I Love to Tell the Story...
The lyrics from this age-old hymn may remind us of 
the past, but we all know that stories help inspire 
and prepare us for the future. Otherwise, what’s 
the point in continuing to tell them! 

The greatest stories are the ones that we tell oth-
ers about how God has changed us and con-
tinues to equip us to invite those around us to a 
transformed life through Jesus Christ. That’s why 
we love sharing the stories of grant impact from 
the many grants that you help to make possible!

We’ve visited and talked with a variety of our grant 
recipients the second half of this year, and hope 
you’ll share their stories. The Foundation is blessed 
to be a Catalyst to equip disciples to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ!

Photos: 2023 Equipping the Local Church Grant Recipients Hemenway 
United Methodist Church, Evanston, Ill., (top) and DRC-Rwandan PAC of  
South Austin Church of the Nazarene, Austin, Texas (right).
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Catalyst

What do you think of when you hear the word “Catalyst”? Maybe 
you visualize a chemical reaction or an event that brings two groups 
together for greater impact. The Foundation for Evangelism identifies as 
a Catalyst. We have not changed our core-objective in 75 years – dif-
fusing the blessings of the gospel of Jesus Christ through promoting, en-
couraging and providing resources for Wesleyan (Methodist) evange-
lism. And we have also helped to make some amazing things possible!

The Foundation has been a steady presence for 3/4 of a century, 
equipping laity, gospel leaders and churches to invite their neighbors 
to the Christian journey. We  want you to know that we will continue this 
work with our expanding partnerships across nine Wesleyan-tradition 
denominations!

At a time when we hear messages of discord, fear, and decline, we know that Jesus’ 
message of peace, love, and forgiveness is what the world needs. The vision we have for 
the next 25 years is that our grants will be a catalyst to invite more people to life-transform-
ing relationship with Jesus Christ.

Will you join us and other faithful disci-
ples to be a Catalyst NOW? You can give 
a gift with the enclosed envelope or online. 
I’d also love to talk with you about how you 
can make a long-term impact on the Foun-
dation for Evangelism’s grant focus areas.  
Let’s BE A CATALYST together!

What a Catalyst Is 

W. Scott Rawles
Vice President for 

Development

As the year comes to an end, you are probably 
thinking about your IRA, and if you’re at a certain 
age, you may be required to take a minimum distri-
bution (RMD). To make the most of your RMD, con-
tact your IRA administrator and ask to make the dis-
tribution directly to The Foundation for Evangelism (a 
qualified charitable distribution or QCD). The QCD 
satisfies your RMD up to $100,000 for you and your 
spouse if you have separate IRAs. While you will not 
get an income tax deduction, you will not have to 
pay income tax on it. Contact us to learn how you can make an IRA distribution something you 
want to do rather than something you must do!

IT’S TIME TO LOOK AT YOUR IRA

W. Scott Rawles
wsrawles@foundationforevangelism.org 
(828) 454-6800 ext. 4 (office) 
(404) 398-4884 (cell) 
foundationforevangelism.org/make-gift

Let’s Talk

This information is not intended to be financial advice. Check with your financial professional before making deci-
sions that may affect your taxes or finances.

and How         Can Be OneYOU
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During the summer months we received many inspiring 
stories of Harry Denman Evangelism Award recipients from 
around the country. We’ve shared many of their stories in 
print and video form, but we are also engaging them in 
conversations to hear stories about their exceptional min-
istries of evangelism. 

We have also heard from award recipients from past 
years, eager to share their love for Jesus and neigh-
bor. Read or listen to their stories and be inspired at  
FoundationForEvangelism.org/category/hdea/.

50

EQUIPPING THE LOCAL CHURCH GRANTS

2023 Grant Impact

Local Church Grants  
Awarded*

RAISING UP GOSPEL LEADERS

ENGAGING THE MINISTRY OF THE LAITY

church leaders trained in 
seminaries, online courses 
and cohorts

+600

The Mosaic Center received a 2023 Equipping the  
Local Church Grant to begin a spiritual care and disciple-
ship ministry with residents at Maxwell House in Augusta, 
Ga. The Foundation’s staff visited in September and were 
able to hear from Sara Masciola (left), executive director 
of the Mosaic Center, and Veronica Jordan (second from 
right) how this grant is helping residents to grow in their 
faith, while other projects led by the center help meet their 
physical needs. The passion of leaders, volunteers and par-
ticipants showed that God is moving in that community!

TOTAL GRANT FUNDING YTD FOR 2023

$1,177,000.00
*290 valid applications were received, nearly triple 
the number in 2022!

Let’s Talk

Grant Story Highlights

Transforming Evangelism: The Wesleyan Way of Sharing 
Faith is a resource used by churches for many years to 
learn how to share their faith in the Wesleyan tradition. 
Co-author, Rev. Dr. Hal Knight, led the Foundation’s board 
of trustees through this rich study giving real-world appli-
cation. The sessions have been divided into 3-5 min. clips 
that coincide with chapters in the book so that churches 
and groups have another resource to enrich this study.

24 U.S. States

8 Wesleyan-tradition
denominations laity engaged through think-

tank sessions in Dallas, Texas, 
online, and training in Seoul, 
South Korea
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125 N. Lakeshore Drive, Ste. 1 
P.O. Box 985
Lake Junaluska, NC 28745

2024 Schedule of  Events
January	 State of the Foundation  

Virtual 

February 22	 Wallace Chappell Lecture, Trevecca 
Nazarene University - Nashville, TN

March 4-7 	 Exponential Church Planter Gathering - 
Orlando, FL 

March 6	 REVEAL Conversational Testimony laity 
training - Seoul, South Korea

April 23-May 3 	 The General Conference of The United 
Methodist Church - Charlotte, NC

June	 Raising up Gospel Leaders event - 
Virtual

July 28-Aug. 3	 Summer Theologian in Residence,   
Dr. Michael Beck - Lake Junaluska, NC

August 4-11	 The Oxford Institute of Methodist 
Theological Studies - Oxford, England

August 13-18	 World Methodist Conference - 
Gothenburg, Sweden

September 	 Ministry of the Laity event - Virtual

October 	 Equipping the Local Church event - 
Virtual

November 9	 The Foundation for Evangelism’s  
75th Anniversary Celebration - Charlotte, NC

December	 End of Year Update - Join Us on the 
Journey!  - Virtual

Next year is a special one for 
The Foundation for Evangelism! 
As we prepare to celebrate our 
75th anniversary, we want YOU 
to be part of the celebration! 

Throughout the year, we will 
hold special events across the 
country and the world! We will 
send information about these 
gatherings in upcoming com-
munications, so make sure to 
mark your calendar!

We will also hold several virtu-
al events throughout the year 
that we invite you to take part 
in! You won’t even have to 
pack a suitcase! Everyone who 
registers will receive a gift to use 
or share!

And finally, we will cap off the 
year in Charlotte, N.C., with an 
interactive event to cast the 
Foundation’s vision for the next 
25 years! We hope you’ll save 
the date and join us this joyous 
celebration!

Help Us Celebrate!

FoundationForEvangelism.org/75years


