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On the Cover: Trinity UMC in Warner Robins, Ga. received a 2022 Equipping the Local 
Church Grant. They celebrated “Friends-giving” with people in their community.

emotional, in turn making me emotional! In the 
end, we all exchanged hugs with the grant re-
cipient who expressed a final thank you to the 
Foundation.

This interaction cemented my belief that 
I am part of a team that is working for God’s 
glory! Since this encounter, I have felt the Holy 
Spirit energize me, and I feel a very personal 
connection to the Foundation and its work. 

I pray that everyone that reads the stories 
on these pages is able to see how the Foun-
dation’s work is a catalyst in churches and lives 
across the globe, and just down the road.

It was my first time attending a Minister’s Fo-
rum hosted by Southern Nazarene University’s 
Toler Institute. At the 2022 gathering, I greeted 
folks visiting the Foundation’s booth who were 
interested in who we are and what we do. We 
were in the midst of our first Equipping the Local 
Church grant cycle, and several of our grant 
recipients were in attendance at the event.

I expected that grant recipients might stop 
by and visit our booth, but I never could have 
imagined the blessing I received from speak-
ing with one particular grant recipient. 

She arrived at our booth with a big smile on 
her face, accompanied by her husband. They 
both expressed heart-felt thanks for the Foun-
dation’s grant support to their local church. Al-
ready, it seemed, the grant was being put to 
work.

Just to hear how the grant funding was trans-
forming the church was enough to “wow” all of 
us at the booth. However, what really touched 
my heart were the tears that sparkled in the 
woman’s eyes as she talked about how the 
lives of people in her church and their commu-
nity were being transformed through the work 
enabled by this Local Church grant. 

As she continued to talk about the lives 
touched by the Good News of Jesus Christ, one 
thing became clear to me. The Foundation for 
Evangelism’s work is ESSENTIAL to equipping 
disciples for Jesus Christ. As the woman con-
tinued to speak, she became more and more 

Ministers’ Forum Experience Affirms Foundation’s Essential Work
By Terri Farmer
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Catalyst

The purpose of a catalyst is to be an agent of change. We knew this when 
the Foundation embraced the vision to be the catalyst to equip disciples to 
share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Then we intentionally defined, refined, 
and expanded the ways we engage our grants and human resources to 
equip Christian leaders across the Wesleyan tradition with that vision in mind. 
The Foundation has decades of experience and expertise, but we’ve chal-
lenged ourselves to do more. 

Evangelism is about God’s love for us through Jesus. Following His teachings 
and the example of John and Charles Wesley, we know that love knows no 
bounds. As an organization formed solely to “diffuse the blessing of the gospel of 

the Lord Jesus Christ,” we had to have a God-sized vision.

These stories and hundreds more tell the impact of a holistic approach to sharing the Gospel, 
focusing on God’s desire that all should have life and have it abundantly. It is a gift freely given, 
but once accepted it carries the expectation that we – every day and in every way – make sure 
everyone knows the gift is available to them. 

That’s what we do at the Foundation. Every day and in every way, we equip Christian followers 
to tell the world about the gift of salvation through Jesus Christ. That’s something worth celebrating!

Jane Boatwright Wood
President

Gaye Nell Heck
Board Chair

A God-Sized Vision – 74 Years and Counting!

The Foundation for Evangelism has built on the work of those who came 
before us for close to three-fourths of a century. We have inherited a rich his-
tory of evangelistic ministry that spans the globe. In our 74th years, we honor 
that past through grants that continue our founders’ dreams:

We Raise Up Gospel Leaders, enlisting instructors who can translate theolog-
ical ideas to inspire the practice of Wesleyan expressions of evangelism (pg 7). 
Innovation grants equip evangelistic leaders to minister in an ever-changing 
landscape.

We’ve partnered with United Theological Seminary’s Fresh Expressions House 
of Study to support lay training in this innovative form of church (pg 11). We are 
hosting a Laity Summit this month to hear about challenges, dreams, and needs so we can develop 
future grants to further Engage the Ministry of the Laity in the Wesleyan tradition.

For the second year in a row, we are Equipping the Local Church through grants that help 
recipients invite members of their community to enter a life-transforming relationship with Jesus 
Christ, grow in grace, and live out their faith by loving and serving God and neighbor (pg 5).

As we build relationships across Wesleyan-tradition denominations, our vision remains to be a 
catalyst to equip disciples to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Our Present Honors Our Past

Executive Update
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Catalyst 2022 Grants

80-Twenty UMC - Online Community Growth - Missouri
About Face Outreach Consultants (UMC) - Higher Power Church - 

Pennsylvania
Alabama-West Florida Conference UMC - Fresh Expressions - 

Innovative Outreach Cohort - Alabama
Baltimore District, the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church - 

JOURNEY: Spirituality, Story and Transformation - Maryland
Churches in Action (Church of the Nazarene) - Communities on 

Mission Training - Arizona
Cotton Hill UMC - Sangamon River District Digital Discipleship Ministry 

- Illinois
DuBois Lakeside UMC - Lakeside “Unwritten” Initiative - Pennsylvania
Emerson United Methodist - Bartow Agape Network - Georgia
Eureka First Church of the Nazarene - Followers of the Way - California 
Ford Street UMC - Coffee Shop Ministry - Indiana
Girard UMC - Messy Church Fresh Expressions - Pennsylvania
Grace African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church - Discipleship 

Training and Mentoring Program - North Carolina
Living Hope Church of the Nazarene - Fresh Expressions at Portofino 

Apartments - Florida
Madras Church (UMC) - Minorities Engagement and Empowerment 

- Georgia
Magnolia Avenue UMC - Rebuild and Restore Magnolia Avenue - 

Tennessee
Mission 210 Church Plant - Florida
Mt. Carmel UMC - New Beginnings Dinner Church to Go - North 

Carolina
New Hope Church of the Nazarene - Faith in Action / Fe en Accion - Missouri
Patton UMC - Patton Sunday Supper - North Carolina
Prairie River Parish (Lacon/Sparland) UMC - Illinois
Samaritan UMC - Project Better Together Dinner Church - Missouri
Scenic Church of the Nazarene - Foster Parent Respite Care - Missouri
Smoky Mountain District UMC - Re(Discover) Evangelism - North Carolina
Snow Hill - Iotla UMC Charge - The Gospel in Black and White - North 

Carolina
Southside Community Center (Church of the Nazarene) - Evergreen 

Process Expansion - Illinois

Storm Lake UMC - Youth Evangelism Among South Sudanese - Iowa
The Living Well Mission (UMC) - Snack Shack - New York
Trinity UMC - Neighborhood Ministry - Georgia 
Wesley Chapel UMC - Satisfy Your Hunger - Virginia
Wesley UMC - Cooling Center & Community Outreach Initiative - Arizona
Nashville District, the African Methodist Episcopal Church - District 

Evangelism Events - Tennessee

Resources:
Evangelism for the Non-Evangelist Online Course co-sponsor

Equipping the Local Church

Engaging the Ministry of the Laity

Raising Up Gospel Leaders

Harry Denman Evangelism Awards
Fresh Expressions House of Studies at United Theological Seminary 

– Non-Degree Track “Adventurer’s Leadership Academy

E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism (9 globally)
Estonian Methodist Church - Youth Ministry Development
Fresh Expressions Florida Innovation Grant
Harry Denman Doctoral Fellowships

•	 Andrew Kinsey (Durham University, UK)
•	 Wendy Mohler-Seib (Asbury Theological Seminary / Nazarene 

Theological College, Manchester)
•	 Timothy Dlamini (Southern Africa Nazarene University)

Moscow Theological Seminary of The United Methodist Church - 
Student Pastor Support

Dr. Alma Tinoco Ruiz, Lecturer in Homiletics and Evangelism, and 
Director of the Hispanic House of Studies at Duke Divinity School

Order of the FLAME, World Methodist Evangelism – event
Pastor’s Forum, Southern Nazarene University Toler Resource Center 

for Pastoral Leadership, Oklahoma City, OK – event
Wallace Chappell Lectures with Dr. Carolyn Moore, Baylor University’s 

Truett Theological Seminary Wesley House of Studies
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event,” more youth joined the mentoring pro-
gram, and new ties to people in the commu-
nity were formed. Throughout the process, the 
congregation has been informed and church 
members have felt ownership in the program.

Trinity United Methodist Church - New Neighbor-
hood Ministry Opportunities

The Equipping the Local Church Grant al-
lowed Trinity UMC to reach out to their commu-
nity. In September, they celebrated “Get in the 
Game Sunday,” with a high energy worship ser-
vice and message that included the coach of 
a celebrated local high school football team. 
Around Thanksgiving, they opened their doors 
for “Friendsgiving,” another worship service cel-
ebrating friendships, especially the relationship 
we are all invited to have with Jesus. Following 
the service they shared a meal. They also host-
ed “Christmas on the Lawn,” inviting their com-
munity to celebratory worship and relationship 
building opportunities. “These special worship 
celebrations have provided a connectional 
opportunity for all ages,” shared Angela Gil-
bert, Director of Connection.

www.foundationforevangelism.org/stories

The Foundation for Evangelism held its inau-
gural Equipping the Local Church Grant cycle 
in January 2022. Grants were awarded in June 
to 31 small-medium churches or groups of small 
congregations working together. Many con-
gregations, like the two that follow, used the 
grant for community outreach and evangelism.

Grace AME Zion - Glow Up Youth Mentoring 
Program and Community Outreach Event

Crystal Cannon, director of Christian edu-
cation for Grace AME Zion Church in Raleigh, 
N.C., says the church began the Glow Up Men-
toring Program with the desire to help youth 
in their community. After getting input from 
those who joined the program, they found 
that the youth wanted to have ownership in 
developing the program. Because of that ini-
tial “investment” in building relationships, there 
has been more trust and openness between 
mentors and youth. They also hosted an event 
with service providers from the community. 
During that time they received feedback that 
what they were doing filled a need with a faith 
component that no one else in the area was 
providing. Through the “Community Glow Up 

Above: Grace AME Zion Church. in Raleigh, N.C.; On the Cover: Trinity UMC in Warner Robins, Ga.

2022 Local Church Grants Inspire Community Outreach
By Barby Bowser
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Grant Supports Ministry with Youth in Estonia 
‘So That the World May Know Jesus’ Fox Global Evangelism Grant

I wanted to share a little about the progress on the Foundation for Evangelism grant 
from [the H. Eddie & Mary Nell Fox Endowment]. We are so blessed to have the grant 
for development of youth leaders and youth ministry in Estonia. We have had several 
important events already: we had a youth leaders gathering (25 young people at-
tended) in the Fall and some of our youth leaders are participating in a great youth 
leaders online course in one theological institution in Estonia. We are glad that this year 
there are two more congregations that 
started youth ministry. These are church-
es in Haapsalu and Kuressaare. In the 
summer we had a wonderful camp 
for junior high kids and this camp is 
growing. In a few days we will be 
having a winter camp with about 
50 young people. Our Estonian youth 
leader Ele Paju is doing a great job de-
veloping new leaders and helping youth 
ministry along in local congregations. This 
grant is helping us to do all that.

Thank you so much for this grant. It is a great blessing for the next generation of Meth-
odists in Estonia! Please keep us in your prayers!

Blessings,

Rev. Robert Tserenkov
District Superintendent 
The Methodist Church in Estonia

“This grant is a 
great blessing for 

the next generation 
of Methodists in 

Estonia!” 
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Foundation Grants Formative  for Evangelism Professors

Dr. Mark Teasdale was among the first post-
graduate students to receive a Foundation-
funded Harry Denman Fellowship. He went on 
to serve as the E. Stanley Jones Professor of 
Evangelism at Garrett-Evangelical Theological 
Seminary in Evanston, Illinois. Dr. Teasdale has 
authored numerous resources for local church 
evangelism including Evangelism for Non-
Evangelists. In the summer of 2022, he led a 
workshop on his recent book Participating in 
Abundant Life at the Lake Junaluska Summer 
Worship Series.

Dr. Jack Jackson also began his focus in 
evangelism through the Denman Fellows 
program. He served as the E. Stanley Jones 
Professor of Evangelism at Claremont School 
of Theology, in Claremont, Calif. and is now 
the visiting professor of Evangelism at United 
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio. Dr. Jackson 
has developed the R.E.V.E.A.L. curriculum 
for local churches. Through a grant from the 
Foundation he will work with  Korean Methodist 
churches, to contextualize the curriculum for lay 
evangelism training in South Korea.

Dr. Charles Kinder passed away on July 14, 
2022. A minister in the Florida Annual Confer-
ence of The United Methodist Church, he ac-
cepted the appointment of President of The 
Foundation for Evangelism in Nashville, Tenn., 
from 1979-1989. Dr. Kinder brought awareness 
about the Foundation’s work and helped se-
cure funding to launch and endow the E. Stan-
ley Jones Professors of Evangelism. He began 
the Harry Denman Evangelism Awards, and his 
visionary leadership ensured that all pastors or-
dained in The United Methodist Church would 
have an understanding of and training for a 
Wesleyan way of evangelism. 

Remembering Dr. Charles Kinder, President Emeritus

Dr. Kinder and his wife Phyllis at a 2002 Foundation event
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Thank You 2022 Donors!
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Ron Warfle
Foye & Carole Webb
Jerry & Nancy Westbrook
George & Martha White
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2022 Financials at a Glance

EXPENSES $ Contributions
$1,210,263

FUNDS 
AVAILABLE

The Foundation for Evangelism will undergo an independent financial review for 
2022. The report will be posted at FoundationForEvangelism.org/annualreport.

We again received Candid’s GuideStar Platinum Transparency Seal for 2022!
*Net Assets at 12/31/2022 - $35,751,925

Grants
$1,100,432Operations

$682,163

Released 
from 

Restrictions* 
$544,967

Other 
Revenue
$209,047

Your Gifts Equip Disciples for Evangelistic Ministry!
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In late January, the Foundation for Evangelism received 
the sad news that Rev. Wilbert Hoffman, a 1995 Harry 
Denman Evangelism Award recipient from the New Jer-
sey Conference of The United Methodist Church, had 
passed away. Hoffman spent his life as a pastor through-
out southern New Jersey and southwest Florida with his 
main objective to evangelize and tell people about the 
Lord. He spent 36 years in ministry and even after retire-
ment he continue to preach the Good News.

When Rev. Hoffman died, his family expressed their wish 
to honor his memory by encouraging friends, colleagues 
and other family members to give a gift to the Founda-
tion. These gifts given to remember a faithful servant of 
God will help others to do the very thing Rev. Hoffman 
dedicated his life and ministry to. Photo by Jae Bano on Unsplash.com

Family Honors Late Father, Denman Award Recipient, 
Through Memorial Gifts to Foundation

120
EQUIPPING THE LOCAL CHURCH GRANTS

7
Denominations

Grants at a Glance

26
States

Catalyst 2023 Update

Applied

RAISING UP GOSPEL LEADERS

ENGAGING THE MINISTRY OF THE LAITY
Laity Summit in Dallas, Texas – March 24-25

Laity Evangelism Cohort at Good Shepherd 
Methodist Church, Seoul, South Korea 

Professors of Evangelism 
engaged at Wesleyan-tra-
dition seminaries 

Formation of leaders in Hispanic/
Latinx churches at Duke Divinity 
School’s Hispanic House of Studies

9

National Evangelistic events 
sponsored3
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Fresh Expressions of Worship may be famil-
iar to you. It’s a form of church for our chang-
ing culture, primarily for those who are not yet 
part of any church. Usually tied to an existing 
church, they are held in places relevant to the 
lives of the people who are a part of them. 
Places like coffee shops, community centers, 
breweries, and, yes, even tattoo parlors.

But how do you prepare leaders for this in-
novative type of ministry? The Foundation for 
Evangelism saw potential in the Fresh Expres-
sions House of Study at United Theological Sem-
inary as it was developing in 2020. With various 
levels of training, the Foundation provided a 
multi-year grant for the certificate level track 
that encourages laity and pastors to learn and 
serve alongside one another.

Pam Levesque was there at the beginning 
to help develop the certificate track called 

“Adventurer’s Leadership 
Academy” (ALA).  She was 
a lay member of the team 
that explored Fresh Expres-
sions (FX) throughout the 
Florida United Methodist 
Conference to learn suc-
cesses and failures. The 
2022-23 Cohort is the fourth 

iteration of the ALA that she has worked with, 
and she says there is a wealth of knowledge  and 
opportunity for participants to learn from each 
other. She loves working alongside the partici-
pants who are “fun, wild, crazy people throwing 
spaghetti against the wall to see if it sticks.” She 
also sees incredible strength of the laity: 

“It’s important for pastors to 
know... they need strong laity support. 
Adventurers Leadership Academy helps 
to put the focus on Jesus and discipling, 
but discipling in a different way. In 
Fresh Expressions, we think ‘where 
would Jesus be discipling?’”

Jessica Taylor was one 
of the laity participants in 
the ALA in 2021-22, “My 
husband and I both at-
tended ALA and it was so 
profoundly impactful for 
us.” Jessica and her hus-
band are FX church plant-
ers in the Florida Confer-
ence. She has since joined 
the Fresh Expressions Florida staff, and is serving 
on the ALA team. 

Grant Supports Laity in Innovative Evangelistic Ministry
By Barby Bowser

Participants at an ALA cohort in 2022  

Pam Levesque

Jessica Taylor



125 N. Lakeshore Drive, Ste. 1 
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To be a Catalyst to equip 
disciples to share the Good News 
of Jesus Christ

To promote, encourage, and provide resources for 
Wesleyan evangelism, inviting all people into a life-
transforming relationship with Jesus Christ

Catalyst Vision

Mission


