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Local Church Grant Recipients Announced

The Foundation for Evangelism is pleased to announce that 31 grants have been
awarded in its inaugural Equipping the Local Church Grants 2022 cycle. The grants
total $230,000, with each of the 31 recipients receiving either $5,000, $7,500 or
$10,000 for small, regional or medium church settings. The proposals were
individually assessed by a review board and confirmed by the Foundation’s board of
trustees.

See the Recipients

 
 

Executive Update
 

https://foundationforevangelism.org/2022/06/17/ffe-announces-2022-equipping-the-local-church-grant-recipients/


"Like you, I understand that

Christ's Church needs the

Foundation's strong voice...

encouraging a Wesleyan way of

evangelism, living and actively

sharing the Gospel Story."

Rev. Allen Black, Board Chair

Read the Full Executive Update
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Local Church Grant Will Rebuild, Restore
Grant Impact - Equipping the Local Church

Magnolia Avenue Church was "pronounced dead" when COVID forced it to close.
Already dealing with a condemned building, dwindling membership, and an
economically challenged neighborhood, it was in need of resuscitation. Pastor Tim
Jackson took on the challenge, and in nearly a year has helped rebuild the
congregation. Now, many of the people in the pews are residents of the surrounding
community. They have found a home at Magnolia Avenue. More than that, they've
found a loving, forgiving God.

Pastor Tim knows that the congregation may never be self-sustaining. Those in the
community struggle to find affordable housing, regular meals, and routine
healthcare. He applied for the FFE's Equipping the Local Church Grant because he

https://foundationforevangelism.org/annual-report/


knows it's just as important to address people's spiritual needs to help transform
lives. From the beginning, he knew he had to stay true to the mission of
building disciples by "building relationships, pouring over them in prayer, the Word
and the sacraments. When you do that, radical things, transformation, is going to
happen."

Magnolia Avenue Church’s vision is to invest in
and redeem the less fortunate in East Knoxville
through providing daily meals, messages, and

relational ministry to those living on the streets
and on the margins of society.

 
Read the Full Story

 
Bishop Darryl Starnes to Join FFE
Board in the Fall

Bishop Darryl Starnes is the presiding bishop of
the Piedmont Episcopal District of the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion Church. He grew up in
the denomination, following in the footsteps of his
grandfather who was a pastor. Bishop Starnes
served as the Director of the Bureau for
Evangelism for the AME Zion Church for 12 years
before being elected to the episcopacy. He is an
adjunct professor at Beeson Divinity School and
Hood Theological Seminary. He also serves
as Secretary of Evangelism for the North American
Section of World Methodist Evangelism and the
North American Officer on the World Methodist
Council Steering Committee. Bishop Starnes is the
author of multiple books on the topic of evangelism
and discipleship.

Bishop Starnes Bio
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Army Chaplain's Understanding, Practice of
Evangelism Shaped by ESJ Professor

Grant Impact - Gospel Leaders

Rev. Brittany Wooten is a 2014 graduate of Methodist Theological School in Ohio.
She remembers taking evangelism courses taught by E. Stanley Jones Professor of
Evangelism, Dr. Joon Sik Park. Much of her understanding of evangelism came from
those courses which helped her see evangelism as part of a vital faith and ministry
that invites people on the journey of faith in Jesus Christ.

"He humanized evangelism in a way that wasn’t … a
moral mandate, and he changed it into a human joy."

Read the Full Story

 
 

An Impact Story 12 Years in the Making
An award given by FFE to Jorge Acevedo in 2009, has led to years of building
relationship, learning and sharing. Recently, through that relationship, the
Foundation partnered with United Theological Seminary Fresh Expressions House
of Studies to provide a grant to launch their certificate and laity program. Just last
month, the Foundation presented another Raising up Gospel Leaders Award to the
Florida Fresh Expressions Team, which Jorge helped to begin. 

Read the Full Story
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Donor Reflects on Late
Husband's Shared Passion for
Evangelism

Nancy Acker has many stories to tell about her
husband's passion for sharing the Good News of
Jesus Christ. Darrel Acker was part of the Lay
Witness Ministry in The United Methodist
Church. He attended trainings and events, and
convinced her to come along. At one of those
events, they were introduced to The Foundation
for Evangelism's E. Stanley Jones Professors of
Evangelism initiative. Since then, they supported
Raising up of Gospel Leaders through their
annual gifts. When Darrel passed away in 2019,
Nancy honored him with a memorial gift and has
continued to support the Foundation's work.

 
 

A PDF of the Catalyst Update and 2021 Annual Report is Now OnlineA PDF of the Catalyst Update and 2021 Annual Report is Now Online

Download the PDF

 

Your Gift Makes a Difference!

Your gift can have an immediate impact on the grants available to churches, laity
and pastors. You may also choose to give a legacy gift that can ensure grants are
available for decades to come. No matter what kind of gift or the amount, your gift
makes a difference!

Give Your Gift Securely Online

or mail your gift to:
The Foundation for Evangelism

P.O. Box 985
Lake Junaluska, NC 28745

Gifts + Grants = Transformed Lives
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A catalyst to equip disciplesA catalyst to equip disciples
to share the Good News of Jesus Christto share the Good News of Jesus Christ

If the stories and grants we've shared interest you, please support our work.If the stories and grants we've shared interest you, please support our work.
All gifts are tax-deductible.All gifts are tax-deductible.
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