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2022 GRANT CYCLE
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We regularly connect the threads of grant impact. Occasionally
a grant becomes a shining example of the woven tapestry that
forms from more than 70 years of ministry.
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SUCCESSES, AREAS FOR
GROWTH
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
ANNUAL MEETING

For six years, Mark Teasdale, Foundation for
Evangelism E. Stanley Jones Professor of Evangelism at Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary
(also the first Foundation-funded Denman Fellow)
and I have co-taught the six-week Evangelism for
Non-Evangelists online course. Over 600 seminarians, pastors, and lay leaders have completed
the course, and we continue to find opportunities
for broadening its impact for the small to medium-sized evangelistic church.
Dr. Teasdale recently served as teacher and advisor to Rev. Dr. Peggy Gibson in her Doctor of Ministry work at Garrett. Dr. Peggy is a passionate, committed leader, who went back to school at an age
when most are considering retirement. As part of her
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“The [bishop’s] cabinet is so
excited about what you all have
committed to accomplish and can’t
wait to hear how it goes!”

Rev. Dr. Larry H. Hilliard
Seashore District Superintendent

doctoral defense, Dr. Teasdale was introduced
to Dr. Peggy’s District Superintendent for the
Seashore District of the Mississippi Annual Conference (UMC), Rev. Dr. Larry Hilliard. Through
those interactions, Dr. Teasdale witnessed Dr.
Peggy’s desire to help other leaders and congregations. It was apparent that she was a
leader positioned and willing to equip her district, especially those served by Licensed Local
Pastors.
Through the ensuing conversations and connections, this fall The Foundation for Evangelism provided a grant for Seashore District to
hold a 16-month cohort. This cohort includes 11
churches who, through training, sharing, and
collaboration, will be equipped to share the
Good News of Jesus. Dr. Peggy will serve as the
anchor and mentor throughout the cohort.
Dr. Peggy and Dr. Hilliard engaged the
district, devising a plan for how to use the
Foundation grant money for lasting impact.
A portion of the funding will be used to pay
for the training, while the remaining funds will
serve as “micro-grants” to help the churches
implement their evangelistic strategies.
Currently, the teams of laity and clergy from

those 11 small congregations have completed the Evangelism for Non-Evangelists online
course. Dr. Peggy will lead the group through
a second training module developed as her
final project at Garrett with Dr. Teasdale.
Only through The Foundation for Evangelism’s funding and connections, could this
cohort have happened. And only through
the generosity and trust of our donors were
we able to provide those things.
The Foundation for Evangelism partners
with Wesleyan-tradition, evangelism-focused
organizations, making a greater impact together than we could on our own. That is
what a CATALYST looks like!

Rev. Dr. Heather H. Lear is
the Vice President for Grant
Administration at The Foundation
for Evangelism. She lives and
works in Brentwood, Tenn., is an
ordained elder in The United
Methodist Church and served as
a pastor in North Carolina before
joining the Foundation team.
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2022 Local Church Grant Cycle Launches in January
The Foundation for Evangelism is
pleased to announce the launch of a
new $250,000 Equipping the Local Church
grant cycle opening in January 2022.
Grants for $5,000 or $10,000 will be
awarded to small and medium* church
congregations, or clusters of churches
working together, in a Wesleyan-tradition denomination. The grant focus is to
launch an experiment or initiative to share
the Gospel, tell their faith stories, and invite others into a relationship with Jesus.

Equipping the Local Church Grants
Total funding available:

$250,000

Grant Amounts:

$5,000-$10,000

Possible Grants:

25-50

Applications Available:
Application deadline:

January 1
February 28

FoundationforEvangelism.org/grant-seekers

Any church or group of churches fitting
the criteria may apply. A total of 25-50 possible grants will be awarded in the summer of 2022.
The Foundation for Evangelism Equipping the Local Church grant initiative seeks to empower pastors, laity, and smaller local congregations to dream, take risks, and partner with
God in the transformation of lives and communities. These grants are made possible through
the generosity of donors, friends, and partners with The Foundation for Evangelism.
*under 250 participants

Raising Up
Gospel Leaders

Engaging the
Ministry of the Laity

Equipping the
Local Church

Grant Focus Areas

Fresh Faces at The Foundation
Terri Farmer
Terri Farmer is the new Administrative and Facilities Coordinator at The Foundation for Evangelism. She provides administrative support to the President, Vice President for Development, and Vice President for Grant Administration. She also
coordinates the headquarter building’s operations.

Terri Farmer

Administrative Coordinator

Mark Brinkley
Trustee Class of 2024
Mark Brinkley is the Director
of Grants for the Ewing Marion
Kauffman Foundation, where he
works as a partner with the program areas and senior management to provide oversight and
operations of the Grants Administration team. He has served on
committees and as a volunteer
within the Church of the Nazarene. Mark and his wife, Sherry,
live in Olathe, Kansas. His passion
is investing in new and diverse
methods that will allow others to
identify Christ intersections present in their life.

Terri graduated from Western Carolina University in 2020, with
a bachelor’s degree in English, and a concentration in Professional Writing. Before joining the Foundation, she worked in the
journalism industry, as well as in various administrative positions.
She, her husband Josh, and kitten, Denver, live in Sylva, North
Carolina, where they recently purchased their first home!

Brian Hammons
Trustee Class of 2024
Brian
Hammons
is
the
third-generation president of
Hammons Products Company
in Stockton, Missouri, a company that purchases and shells
wild American Black Walnuts.
He has served in leadership roles
on local and state boards, foundations, and as a lay leader in
The United Methodist Church
for the Missouri Conferance and
South-Central Jurisdiction. Brian
and his wife, Kim, have three
grown children and three grandchildren. He has run 40 marathons, including 12 in Boston.
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Michael Hoon Yang
Trustee Class of 2024
Michael Hoon Yang founded Bescom, a telecommunication technology company later
aquired by Hyundai. He came to
the USA from Korea, receiving a
PhD in electrical engineering. Dr.
Yang served on the Korean National Plan for The United Methodist Church and was awarded the
KUMC Lay Leadership Award. He
has been a member of the Korean
Community Church of New Jersey
for 49 years. Dr. Yang was on the
Foundation’s board for six years
and has continued as a member
of the Finance Committee.

Study Respondents Share Impact of E. Stanley Jones Professors

75%

E.S.J. Professor changed their
overall perception of evangelism.

76%

Impact Study Concludes with Report
at Annual Board of Trustees Meeting
The Rev. Dr. Amy Valdez-Barker reported
on the E. Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism impact study funded by The Foundation for Evangelism. Designed to assess the
impact of the professors on pastoral leadership in the local church and Christian global community, the survey included over 250
seminary graduates from the last 5-8 years.
Of those surveyed, 70 interviews were conducted to explore direct impact of the grant
program on the understanding and practice
of Wesleyan-tradition evangelism.
The report summarized observations from
the former students and incorporated statistics
on relevance and lasting impact, allowing the
Foundation to assess viability and opportunity
for improvement in its largest grant initiative.
Dr. Valdez-Barker noted that through the E.
Stanley Jones Professors of Evangelism, The
Foundation for Evangelism has proven its
ability to help shape the understanding and
practice of Evangelism. This research indicates a continuing role for the Foundation in
places where the field of Evangelism needs
to be refined and developed.
“The Foundation for Evangelism can continue to shape the landscape through the
contributions made by these professors
and the students who engage and grow
through the courses on Evangelism,” Dr.
Valdez-Barker encouraged.
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The evangelism class equipped
them for the effective practice of
evangelism

83%

The evangelism class equipped
them to articulate and educate
others on evangelism.

“I would not have dreamed before the class that I would write
this: I’m now totally convinced
that ministry is not possible
without evangelism.”

“NOW, I use what I learned
every day in my work with
people who live in poverty
and even more so now with
families who have been impacted by COVID.”

Building Renovation Supports Foundation’s Mission

The Foundation for Evangelism’s world headquarters at Lake Junaluska, N.C., has housed the offices of
the organization for over 15 years. With more staff living and working remotely in other parts of the country, we asked the question – how can the Foundation
be a better steward of this incredible resource gifted
to us by donors and supporters?
In recent years the headquarters building has
welcomed the offices of the SEJ Heritage Center,
the Smoky Mountain District of The United Methodist
Church, and two other individual tenants.
In 2019, the board engaged a study to evaluate
space utilzation statistics and explore the potential for
renovation of the headquarters building. The purpose
was to allow the building, one of our greatest assets,
to be self-sustaining and allowing donated funds to
further the misison and vision of the Foundation. With
funding secured through an exceptional gift from the
Wilma Carlisle Estate, the Foundation’s board of trustees boldly moved ahead with the work in early 2021.
On November 7, the Foundation board and staff
held an open house and rededication of the headquarters building. Donors, current and former staff,
trustees, and friends from the community celebrated

PAGE 6

Gaye Nell Heck and Mary Nell Fox (center)
are joined by Rev. Allen Black (board chair)
and Bishop Richard Looney (episcopal director
emeritus) at the building rededication.

Mission:
To promote, encourage and
provide resources for Wesleyan evangelism, inviting all
people in a life-transforming
relationship with Jesus Christ

the renovation and ministry potential of The Foundation for Evangelism world headquarters.
As part of the rededication, persons who were instrumental in the construction of the original building
were honored. Paul and Kitten Ervin were honored
with the naming of the building wing which still houses the Foundation and two other Methodist organizations. Mr. Ervin, a former executive director for the
Foundation, shared his appreciation for all those who
helped make the headquarters building possible.
Mr. Royce and Jane Reynolds were honored by the
naming of the wing which previously served as a conference center for events and trainings (which was
named for the couple in the original construction). Mr.
and Mrs. Reynolds have been long-time supporters of
the Foundation. When Mr. Reynolds passed away in
2020, the Foundation joined so many who mourned
the loss of this exceptional Christian philanthropist.
The Foundation for Evangelism’s staff and board of
trustees are excited to welcome four new tenants to
the building in 2021. The final construction phase is set
to be completed in early 2022.

Paul and Kitten Ervin (right) joined by Bishop
Richard Looney (episcopal director emeritus),
Jane Wood (president), and Rev. Allen Black
(board chair).

Honorary Trustee, Mary Brooke Casad,
greeted new trustee, Brian Hammons and
wife, Kim, at the rededication service.

Board of Trustees Holds Hybrid Annual Meeting
The Foundation for Evangelism held its 2021 annual meeting in-person at Lake Junaluska, N.C.,
with a simultaneous interactive virtual stream in November. Five trustees were not able to be
present and joined by video conference for the full duration of the board meeting. While together at Lake Junaluska, the staff celebrated the addition of two new employees in 2021:
W. Scott Rawles, V.P. for Development, and Terri Farmer, Administrative & Facilities Coordinator.
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125 N. Lakeshore Drive, Ste. 1 • P.O. Box 985
Lake Junaluska, NC 28745
(828) 454.6800
www.foundationforevangelism.org

YEAR-END
GIVING
The IRS expanded tax benefits end on Dec. 31, 2021. Be sure
to take advantage by making your year-end gift today!
GIFT OF CASH
Gifts of cash by check or credit card have
immediate benefits.
GIFT OF STOCK
Donating appreciated securities, including stocks or
bonds, is an easy and tax-effective way for you to make a
gift to our organization.
CONTACT:
W. Scott Rawles, Vice President for Development
wsrawles@foundationforevangelism.org (404) 398-4884
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